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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you —Joun xiii. 34 








NOTE.—As it has become necessa- 
ry to reprint the five first numbers, we 
have condenced them by putting them 
on a smaller type, and also by leaving 
out some less important articles, so as 
to bring the five into three, in order to 
save expence. Hence barely the heads 
of the omitted articles will be given. 


SS eee 
PROSPECTUS. 

THE primary object of this publication will 
be, to promote an acquaintance between the 
different religious denominations, and to en- 
deavour to strengthen and perfect that union 
and brotherly love which ought to subsist be- 
tween the followers of the same divine Mas- 
ter, worshippers of the same God, and parta- 
kers of the same hope. 

The cause of religion has siffered, and the 
happiness of the whole human family has 
been considerably diminished, by the perse- 
cutions and intolerance of the different sects: 
and although, in this country at least, perse- 
cution has hid its head, and every denomina- 
tion of christians can worship their Maker as 
best accords with their opinions of right, yet 
the remains of prejudice are lurking in the 
minds of many, and the members of othe! 
sects are viewed with a degree of illiberality. 
To remove entirely these unjust and unhappy 
impressions, it is only necessary that informa- 
tion should be more generally diffused among 
them. It willthen appear, that though their 
religion be somewhat differently clothed, vet 
til! itis the same religion; though it may dif- 
fev in some of its forms, yet im essentials it is 
the same. 

With this object in view, the contemplated 
publication will contain information relative 
to the operations and public business of the 
different 1eligious societies, their advertise- 
ments, notices, &¢ —the success of their mis- 
sionaries—the spread of the gospel—and reli- 
gious intelligence generally, whether more 
particularly imteresting to the Catholic, the 
Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the Metho- 
dist, the Baptist, the Quaker, the Universa- 
list, the Seceder, the Moravians, the Luthe- 
rans, or any other christian denomination, 

It will also contain religious and moral pieces 
in prose and poetry, tending to promote 
the great object in view, the advancement of 
the christian religion. 

The promised assistance of the ministers of 
several denominations we hope wiil add in- 
terest and value to the work. 

In conducting this publication, we shall en- 





deavour to preserve a strict impartiality and 
adherence to the plan proposed; and would 
hope, that where the will is good, exertion 
will not be fruitless. 


CON DITIONS. 


Each number will contain four quarto 
pages, handsomely printed on good paper, and 
be delivered to subscribers in the City every 
Saturday, and forwarded to those in the coun 
try by the earliest conveyance. 

The price will be two dollars per annum ; 
city subscribers to pay quarterly in advance, 
country subscribers halt yearly in advance. 


—_—_—— 


ADDRESS. 


The nature of the undertaking which the 
proprietor of the Christian Messenger has 
assumed, has been well weighed, and the va- 
rious duties which it imposes carefully ex- 
amined, before the hand was “ put to the 
plough.” Nor were the various opinions and 
obstacles which a work professedly of a reli- 
gious nature would have to encounter, totally 
disregarded :—a deference has been paid to 
the opinions of men, who, from their station, 
and acquaintance with mankind, were capa- 
ble of offering advice which would promote 
the general utility of the work, and further 
the end for which it is designed. 

‘Though no course will be adopted, how- 
ever plausjbiy recommended, which can in 
the least tend to destroy that general harmony 
among christians which is the result of the 
teaching of the gospel, aided by the powerful 
auxiliaries, free inquiry and candid investi- 
gation—ut, on the contrary, it shall be the 
jusiness of the Christian Messenger to endea- 
vour to render the different sects of christians 
more intimately united, by showing to each 
other how unimportant are many of those 
subjects which distract their worship and 
destroy their love —To this end, communica- 
‘ions, defending and explaining the peculiar 
tenets of any and every sect of christians, are 
invited; and a ready insertion will be given to 
all such as shall appear to have been written 
in the spint of the gospel and brotherly love. 

‘The Chris'ian Messenger shall, however, 
never become the arena of those disputes 
which tend only to increase scepticism and 
weaken faith—no article shall find a place in 
its columns which shall be polluted with per- 
sonal or sectarian invectives—ihe unhappy 
disagreement of individual christians, or mis 
understanding of sister churches, will not be 
considered suitable subjects for publick dis- 
cussion. * 

Measures are taken to procure the earliest 


intelligence of the success of missionaries— 
revivals—ecclesiastical proceedings, and such 
religious information as shall be acceptable to 
christian readers in general. With these 
views, thus briefly expressed, the proprietor 
sends forth the Christian Messenger a candi- 
date for public patronage. 





COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. Gardner, 


Sir, am much pleased to see the frospec- 

‘us of a religious weekly paper, “‘ Zhe Chris- 
‘ian Messenger,’’the primary object of which 
is, “to promote an acquaintance between the 
different religious denominations, and to en- 
deavour to strengthen and perfect that union 
and brotherly love, which ought to subsist 
between the followers of the same divine 
Master, worshippers of the same God, and 
partakers of the same hope.” 
I have long been of opinion that a religious 
periodical work, or weekly paper, freely open 
for all denominations of professed christians, 
as a medium or vehicle, through which reli- 
gious intelligence could not only be conveyed 
to the brethren of each sect, but also to the 
public generally, was a real desideratum in 
the christian world; which, if conducted with 
prudence, would be productive of the most 
happy effects. Such a work, however, to be 
generally useful, should not only be open for 
“religious intelligence generally,” but also 
for the candid discussion of all religious sub- 
jects. I say candid discussion, and I might 
have added /iberal investigation; for any 
thing wncandid or i/liberal ought ever to be 
excluded. Let it be understeod, therefore, 
that not only the denominations which you 
have named, but also the Unitarian, the Uni- 
versalist, the Quaker, or any other christian 
denomination, who wish to be known or re- 
cognized as such, are equally invited to dis- 
seminate their christian ight and knowledge 
through the medium of Zhe Christian Meg- 
senger: let them all have equal liberty to give 
their own opinions, or to animadvert on the 
opinions of others. In this way I cannot but 
hope that many, at least, of “the remains of 
prejudice,” which ‘tare lurking in the minds” 
of too many professed christians, which occa- 
sion “the members of other sects to be viewed 
with a degree of illiberality,”’ will be remov- 
ed. s 

If these, therefore, are your views, and this 
in reality the object of Zhe Christian Messen- 
ger, (as I sincerg@jy hope it is,) you may not 
only consider me a subscriber, but I shall do 
illin my power to extend the usefulness of 








jhe work; as a pledge of which, on your part, 
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in later periods) to receive any thing, either MH the 


who deny CurRIstT, as “Gop manifest in the I been so long time with you, and vet hast ; } 
in point of doctrine or practice, without proci.# on 


flesh,” admit, even to. this day, that he is alihou not known me, Philip ? He that hath 
‘faa man! Invaluable concession! So deeply,|ceen me, hath seen the Father.” In effect re-| His direction, among other important instruc- 9 goc 
owever, are we interested in substantiating] nearing what he had said on another occa-|tions, is, (as I conceive his wouds may more fi pro 
the fact, we shall adduce proof of it, from the sion, “ I and my Father are ong.” In exactiliterally, and at the same time more energe-@@ sun 
word of God, before we proceed to show what correspondence with this astonishing declara-|tically, be rendered,) 4// things explore: the the 
necessarily flows from it. tion, is the oracular language of the prophet}]g00d hold fast. (1. Thes. v. 21.) A strict not 
: A man, it will readily be conceded, is a ra-|[caiah: «Unto us a child is born, unto us ajadherence to this direction, all nust allow, is h 
tional, or, as some choose to define him, alson is given ; and the government shall be equally necessary now, as in the days of the®® his 
praying animal. on his shoulder ; and his name shall be calledjapostle. ‘This is the only apology I have tog It b 
Whether formed solely by divine agency,} Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the]make for the liberty I shall take to examinegy the 
born of parents as good as dead, or of a vir- iverlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” and investigate certain propositions and com-— por 
gin, is by no means material in the constitu-| Now, reader, we respectfully leave you to inunications, Which may from time to time he 1 
tion of his nature. If an animal be found rea- judge, to what honour those are entitled, onjmade through the medium of the Cliristiang™ the 
soning or praying, he must be a man. But,“‘to the score of consistency, who ad/ow that Messenger. coul 
the law and to the testimony.” With evident|Christ was aGoop MAN, andyet deny, inthe} Polemic writings, if properly conducted, @ trao 
refernce to the Messiah Isaiah says, “‘ A man|tace of all his doctrines, that there is an in-Jin the spirit of genuine philosophy, as weil asf side 
shall be a hiding place from the wind, and ajtelligent Governor of the Universe, possessing|pure christianity, | have ever been of opinion, [Ch 
covert from the tempest.” Micah, speaking of]and exercising holy moral perfections, in the}are of the greatest public utility. They be-J peuc 
the same exalted character asthe Shepherd of|distribution of rewards and punishments ;{come otherwise, only (which is too often the unec 
Israel, prophecies, “This man shall be our|deny that their reason is inferior to the scrip-|case) when the advocates leave the main sub-J} ¢izy 
peace.” And Zachariah represents God in tures; deny that Christ was more than a good ject in debate, and descend to personal invec-§ M 


it will be considered sufficient to publish this|prostrate even his own system of principles. [vehicle might be found for the ideas of con- v 
communication in the first number of the MZ¢s-| 1 Christ being a good man, could not have|trovertialists more suitable than a pamphlet v 
senger; which being done, you may expect to/spoken in the most unequivocal and positive|for religious controversy. The author of the MJ o 
hear occasionally from one who considers/terms, from day to day for several years, on{piece signed H. is not inthe city, but he will C) 
himself A Reau CHRIsTIan. the most important subjects, with which hejin the course of two weeks be able to defend b 
professed to be intimately acquainted, other-|the doctrines he has advanced. We welcome o 
Furnished for the Christian Messenger. wise than in words of truth and soberness. He|to our columns R. C. and every othr writer tl 
_ must have been gloriously incapable of re-}who appears to write from the conviction of $1 
ON CHRIST, AS MAN. sorting, either in his expressions or acts, tojhis own correctness—at the same time we n. 
. we _ {the ambiguities and other low devices of anjtake the liberty of adding, that the size ot 
John the evangelist informs us, that certain exorcist, of any other impostor. our paper requires all that atteation to bre as 
Jews said, with reference to Christ, “he is al 9 J[fChrist were merely a good man, ornot|vity which the nature of comununications will 5c 
good man.” It is not every detached clause superior to the greatest of prophets, his ex-{admit ht 
of scripture that is true. The words of evillpyessions are not only indefensible, but pre- —- de 
or doubtful characters should be neither ad- sumptuous, and even d/asfhemous, in the For the Christian Messenger. sa 
mitted nor rejected, until found to agree or highest degree. He at least professed to ope- - (I 
disagree with the tenor of the sacred oracles. pate stupendous miracles in his own name ; No. I. im (il 
a Scripture, fairly explained, 1s at once law andland in unequivocal terms claimed equality,)‘‘ Prove all things: hold fust that which is good” ve 
F testimony of divine authority, to regulate andJand identity, with the eternal Jehovah ! On St auc. 
bind us in ai cases. Thisimportant point is saying to his disciples, ‘ ye know and have The chief apostle to the gentiles wasan ex- the 
i now, happily, settled inthe candid and reflect-|ceen the Father,” one of them said “ Lord,|cellent reasoner as well as a pious christian; C1 
& ing world. And, strange as it may seem, most|,how us the Father” and he replied, “* Have|and never required of others (like too many § mx 
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* the person of the Father as saying “Awake,|}man, of very superior intellectual endow- tives; or, what is equally fruitless, a disputel cons 
oO sword, and smite ¢ie man that is my fel- ments, and supernatural gifts ; and by con-/about words. out e 
low.” sequence, we shudder to add, deny thetruth| In the following numbers which I may think cand 

In identif our Lord, the writers of the of his explicit reiterated, and most solemn proper to write, it shall be my endeavour proo 
New Testament use the same language.|ussertions, respecting the high, the ineffabk scrupulously to adhere to such language agg Mr, | 
They call him a man approved of God; the antiquity of his existence, his celestial de-|the scriptures of divine truth will justify : andj tion | 
man through whom they preached the remis- scent, his residence in heaven while on earth, with all due respect to the opinions of others quote 
sion of sins; the mediator between God andjand his suPREME DIVINITY. this shall ever be my motto: ** Omnia explo@ proof 
men; the man Christ Jesus, and the second] ‘The advocates of every 18M in the world,}rate: bonum tenete.” lo 
man the Lord from heaven. we believe, have been, we hope you will now What I design at present is, to make a few positi 

Thus it appears that Christ was a man, alsuffer us to say, so unwary as to admit that/observations on a part of the piece signed HJ equiv 
man approved of God, and consequently a/Christ was, to say the very least of him, a|in the first number of the Christian Messen Judge 

ther’s 


Wecan but again exclaim, in-jger, “on Christ as man.” 
Inference 2. ‘If Christ were merefy aff other 


good man, or not superior to the greatest oj recet 
prophets, his expressions are not only inde@ ** My 


man. He was holy, harmless, separate good man. 

m sinnevs.- His obedience to the perfect!ya/uable concession ! We ask noother foun 
law of God magnified and made it honoura-|dation for the support of inferential artillery, 
ble. A good man must have.a good heart or|sufficient to batter their systems into irre- 
mind, and as the natural consequence, a good|trievable ruins. H. |fensible, but presumptuous, and even é/asq@ me.” 


life; and it cannot be denied, that such were] The Creed or articles of belief of the|h2emous, in the highest degree.” I seek 
the heart and life of Ghrist. He was filled R n Catholic. or Pa y. hte Mr. H. has undoubtedly examined the Fathe 
with love to God and men; influenced by the voma ’ I * eround on which he stands, and is well satis But 


purest motives, invairably governed by the| Snuff and segars. do. fied that the position he has taken is tenable @ prese: 
wi'l of God, and never, fora moment, lost] Affecting anecdote. do. hence he must be willing to defend it. Ha more 
sight of his glory. Lines addressed to the Rev. must have been aware, that, agreeably taj which 

" a the frosfectus, every conclusion, every as to sho 


na word, if fulfilling all righteousness, in] ’ 
or jpamuel Trott. sertion, which he or any one else shall mak@ mittin 


obedience to parents, beneficence to the poor, 

subjection to civil authority, agd unceasing On the Comet, do. in the Christian Messenger, must be open tq son of. 

acts of the most fervid piety, could constitute — : public scrutiny and candid investigationg{ has pr 
No, 2. Vou. I. | Neither can it be presumed that he is at alff fessed 


a good man, Christ was this character. 
And from this fact, we hope the reader will] We give insertion to the communication of}ignorant that, in this inference, he charges @ his ex, 
have courage to proceed with usto the follow-|R. C. in compliance with the plan of our jlarge and respectable body of professe@ and pr 


ing legitimate inferences, though they shouldlwork. It haslong been desired that some/christians, more perhaps than he is awareff none of 
fihemo: 
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con- with believing that which is false; orelse,] Furnished for the Christian Messenger. the scripture be true, couid not have had 
phlet what lam more sorry to see, he charges Jesus _ ; creator. Those whocan suppose that Christ, 
i the of Nazareth with having been a frresumptu- ON CHRIST AS GOD. who created all things, was himself created. ‘ 
° will ous blasphemer ! Ought such. inferences to] Inthe beginning of time, Moses by the first] must necessarily suppose that he acted be- 
efend be made without a “ Thus saith the Lord,” strokes of his inspired pen, informs us, that]/fore he existed, which, it appears to us 
iniaie or something like it, for its support? I must,}Gop made heaven and earth, with alltheirjamounts to what is commonly called an ab- 
lke y therefore, be permitted to call on Mr. H. to} magnificent appendages, And in perfect con-|surdity. m= 
Lies iof support his proposition by scripture testimo-|sistence with this information, the holy evan-; And now, reader, you have heard what the 
ia: We ny, or else acknowledge his error. gelist John says, “ In the beginuing was the|voice of revelation is. on the mysterious, and 
op “In this enlightened age, of science as well|/Word, and the Word was with God, and thelindeed to us, incomprehensible ori in of 
» bre as religion, when allare at liberty to read the] Word was God. Allthings,”’ not only those things. J 5 
a tart scriptures for themselves, the dygmas ot|mentioned by Moses, but those and all other} In conformity with this view of creation. w 
human creeds will not be admitted as evi-j{things, whether visible or invisible, ‘ were! may, and should speak of the heay ae 
dences of divine truth. We have a right to}:uade by him, and without him was not any|seas, and all their productions poe sg 
say to all, in the language of the prophei|thi:g made that was made,” in any part offas the workmanship of him who anegtae ae 
(Isaiah, viii. 20.) To the daw and to the tes-|the divine dominions. ‘ And the Word,”|nature and in it triumphed over death ae 
jimony : if th:y speak not according to this|John, as moved by the Holy Spirit, continues, | took possession for his followers, of a ssl 
good” I word, it ix because there is no light in them. |** was made flesh, was manifested in flesh, or immortality. And it is the we La pal a i 
aut. Let the reader be careful, and not mistake/human nature, and dwelt among us.” From|for us to do this, as God cannot be a : i 
an €x- the question before us, It is not whether|this amazing circumstance, the: incarnatelknown to us athamisine than ip Christ. E / 
stian ;@ Christ, either were or were not, any thing} Word, was by divine direction called Emma-|we have nothing to regret from this cit ; 
‘ane more than mere/y a good man, This isnot}NuEL. A name which being interpreted by|stance, as in him shines all the glo fg al 
either the question. ‘The question now before us is,}4 correct theologian, is, God with us. God,] visible God, with as much aplpueiecs as is ana 
proci.m on the supposition that he were * merely ajnot only on our side, or jor us, but in our na-|ferable by mortal eyes. 
struc-f good man, or not superior to the greatest of |/ure! And when we contemplate as we often or 
-moreM™ prophets,” are any of his expressions ** pre- W ithout controversy, as Paul observes,jrather hibitually should, the wise and benefi- 
nerge-—™ sumptuous, aud even blasphemous ?” This is/great is thie mystery of godliness ; God was}cent constitution of things, and perceive, as 
re: (ie the wference of Mr. H. which, 1 contend, is}manifest, appeared full of grace and truth,|we must in many of their forms and uses, the 
strict nut warranted from scripture. without darkness as his pavillion, and encir-|obvious marks of supreme intelligence "and 
low, is Mr. H. must consider the labouring oar in|cled wigh rays of uncreated glory, in the designs expressive of superlative indnees 
of thet his own hand. He advanced the proposition| Lord us Christ. This is the extraordinary/|let us love and follow him who has so loved 
ave to—f It belongs to him, therefore, according to alijpersonage im whom all the streams of pro-jus,as not only to do vastly more for us in crea« 
camine#™ the rules of polemic writing, either to sup-|phetic light formed their common focus, Hejtion, than we could have asked or even 
1 com-™ port it; or else acknowledge his error, is the true God, as one inspired apostle de-jthought, but condescended to be made as man 
ime be lhave carefully traced with my eye down|clares; and, to use the equally plain and ener-|of a woman, under the law, that he might, in 
ristiang the remaining part of the column, to see if I/getic language of another, God over all,la way glorious to the divine perfections save 
could find any thing to support such an ex-|jthough in a body prepared by the matchless}us from our sins, and raise us ‘‘ to walk with 
lucted,™ traordimary inference as the one under con-|ingenuity of his own fingers. If it be possible|God, high in salvation, and the climes of 
vell asf sideration. I find the following: ‘ Helfor scripture to assert any factin terms which |bligs.”” H. 
pinion, fChrist] at least professed to operate sti-jcan admit of but one construction, it has cer- —— 
ey be-@ pendous miracles in his own name; and injtainly so asserted, that Jesus Christ is the For the Christian Messenger. 
‘en theif unequivocal terms claimed equality and iden-|creator of all created things. And in words ons 
‘n sub-M ¢izy with the eternal Jehovah !” equally perspicuous and forcible, it affirms THE REFLECTOR.—No. I 
invec-# Mr. H. must excuse me for the present for that “* the invisible things of him,” of Jesus - + ap 
lisputely considering this ali gratuitous assertion ! with- Christ, ** from the creation of the world are Thou pre first cause, least understood, 
out even the shadow of what, to the eye of/clearly seen; being understood,” though in- Be all my sense confined 
y think candor, can be considered even as a plausible}visible, “ by the things that are made,” and ped peat sae bey ‘hou art good, 
eavoul proof. It will be curious, indeed, to see how which, as we have seen, he made these de- : a tbois taes sat as ™ : ; 
age ada Mr. H. will attempt to support his proposi- clare the invisible things of him, even Ais} W hen l examine these lines superficially, J 
fy :andm tion by any of the passages which he has eternal power dnd GODHEAD.” — seem to doubt their authenticity. Must I, the ; 
others quoted; andif he could have brought better] Phus, we see, that every visible creature noblest work of God, unconditionally ac- 
explo@ proof, would he not have done it ? 1S, in effect, summoned by the spirit of inspi-| knowledge myself blind, even in reason? Must 
I only wish, for the present, to place in op-|ration, in this passage, to prove the eternal that great gift, that inherent possession, hum- 
2 a fews position to the words of Mr. H.the plain * un-|/power and godhead, and consequently, the ble itself, and say “f am nothing, less than no- 
ned H@ equivocal terms” of Jesus ; and jet the reader/supreme divinity of Jesus Christ, who is else-;thing in thy sight?” But when I contemplate 
lessen judge for himself. “1am come in my Fa-|where in the sacred volume called, “ the that Being who requires this sacrifice of feel- 
ther’s name, and ye receive me not: if anv/great God, and our Saviour.” ing, who is himself perfection, I involuntarily 
rely al other shall come in his own name, him ye will] Now, reader, as Jesus Christ, according to exclaim, “*Yea, therefore let God be true, but 
atest of receive.” ‘My Father is greater than J.”jthe scriptures of truth, was before and above,jevery mana liar.”? ; : : 
y inde @ ** My doctrine 8 not mine, but his that sentjor- over all, he must have existed without aj Man’s existence 18 a daily continuance of 
n dlasH me.” ** Lcanof mine own self do nothing :—/cause. And nothing can be more certain thanjfavour. The life of a christian, however, is 
I seek not mine own will, but the willot the}it is, that every creature furnishes demon-jthe only acknowledgment of this particular 
od thd Father which bath sent me.” stration of a crre ATOR. If it were possibie,j/Mercy. Man in his common avocation, seems 
1 satis But I have proceeded far enongh for the}in the nature of things, for some creatures/to Suppose pat hie Hike: amine mee. pasoayor 
nable @ present. I close by calling on Mr. H. once}to confer existence on others, in the longest the most humble construction which his proud 
it. Hef more to support the ground he has taken ;j}line of succession conceivable, still, as no spirit designs to, put on the laws of his exist- 
ably td which, if he declines dojng, I will undertake/creature can be eternal, we must arrive atjence, is, Phat he shall ave all the days of 
ery as@i to show, with your permission, that, even ad-/the uncreated Creator of the very first crea-{lis appointed time. Phe chiistian, on ths. con- 
| make mitting Jesus of Nazareth to have been the/ture. He who made every creature that wasjtrary, lives a hfe of wrerene he enters on 
pen tq son of Joseph, (agreeably to John, i, 45, which}/Made, not excepting the first we have seen,jno epst one: be ate ate stop ha ~ the Al- 
igationg§ has probably been the opinion, of some pro-|Was the Word, made or manifest in flesh, our might} S‘attendance; vie a = ee passing 
; at al fessed christians in all ages of the church)|2dorable Emanuel, God with us. It follows, event ae pte oentaiee sod, an 
arges @ his expressions, according to the most tan|we should say, undeniably, if any thing in ar rake 5 _~ te oi oat ston ee 
ofesse@ and proper construction, are all defensible— such world as this were undeniable, vat “7 ry vicissitu e “ “ve ree: oe 2 - flow. 
awares hone of them presumptuous—much less é/as-| Who made all things, as Jesus Christ did, iftes blossoms, net a bud expands, bat he traces 





fiemous!—evcn in the smallest degree. R.C. 
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‘the work of Omnipotence in their course; he 
*¢ Sees God in the clouds and hears him in the wind,” 
This acknowle ‘gment of Divine superin- 

tendance is by no means degrading to nature; 
on the contrary, it is a source of continual pi- 
ous exultation, that nota hair of our heads 
falls to the ground without the special per- 
mission of an Almighty and Ail-wise Being. 

This habitual acknowledgment of God’s 
special superintendance is what the apostle 
calls living a life of prayer. For while we feel 
our entire dependance, on God, it is impossi- 
ble but we must constantly resort to him for 
support. ‘This is more fully explained by a 
recurrence to the common accidents of life. 
‘There are none who have not at some time 
felt difficulties which they found impossible to 
encounter-——troubles, from which no friend 
couldrelieve them—as a last alternative, they 
then acknowledged their dependauce on God, 
and sought relief from him by prayer. Now, 
had they justly felt their dependance, this, in- 
stead of being the last, would have been the 
first occurrence, and a resort to friends would 
have been the means to have effected the Di- 
vine will. 

How pleasant must be the walk of the 
christian—he offers the firstlings of his bles- 
sings to that Being who bestowed them ; rea- 
sonably enjoying the good of life; dispensing 
with a liberal (not profuse) hand, to those 
whose capacities were less capable of re- 
ceiving those particular favours. 

But adversity is the test. Humble under 
the dispensations of Providence, that smile on 
his countenance, which bespoke gratitude for 
prosperity, now is the expression of calm re- 
signation to Almighty will—no burst of dis- 
tempered frenzy ‘“‘charges God foolishly,” or 
curses the hour of his existence—the lan- 

uage of his actions and of his heart is, ‘The 
ord gave, and the Lord taketh away; bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord” 

The hour of death exhibits him in his real 
character; then his dependence on God is 
doubly apparent; no unsanctified wish sooner 
to leave, or longer to stay on earth, disturbs 
his resting; his earthly accounts with God 
and man are settled, and he exclaims, “ Fa- 
ther, thy will be done :” and though Auman 
nature may shudder at the momentary pain 
of dissolution, he has a fu// hope in futurity : 
no ** darkfiess veils or: shadows it about;”— 
each recedes—hvaven, bursting on his sight, 

ives all the “ pain, the bliss of dying.” 
rue, a fear of “the untrod scene” may 
sometimes shake a hope ; “* lays his hand on 
‘the clue, andis led safely through the laby- 
rinth.” Cc. 
Continuation of the Roman Ca- 
tholic (reed 
Religious Intelligence, . respect- 
ing the “ Free Communion 


Omitted 


Chapel,” do. 
Al world yet to come do. 
Thy light is come do. 
To the memory of an only child do. 

-——__}——_____ |] 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Several communications have been received, 
which we have not room for this week. Corres 


Ge 


Von. I. 
hristian Messenger. 
No. IT. 

“ Onnia explorate: bonum tenete.”-PAULUS 
Agreably tomy pian, I shall follow M: 

wherever he is disposed to lead, keepin; 
the labouring oar still in his hands, untill h: 
shall have had a fair opportunity of maintai 
ing his position or else, (what is equally pos 
sible) of being convinced that his ground 1 
untenable. 

‘That I may, however, study as much bre 
vity as is consistent with the investigation © 
truth, and soas not to swell these numbe! 
beyond my proper limits, I shall pass ove 
many things worthy of notice, condense ever) 
argument to as few points as possible, an 
notice those only on which the superstructul 
must finally stand or fall. 

Inthe article **on Christ as God,” (se 
Christian Messenger, No. 2,) Mr. H. has as 
serted that, *“‘ If it be possible for scriptur 
to assert any fact, in terms which can adm} 
of but one construction, it has certainly s 
asserted, that Jesus Christ is the ,creator © 
all created things.” 

That Mr. H believes as he has asserted, 
am not disposed to call in quegtion; but m 
I not be permitted to ask, and does i@jot bi 
hove him to shew, where, and in what part 
cular passage, the scripture has so asserted 
Where, in terms which will admit of but on 
construction, isit asserted that Jesus Christ | 
the creator of any thing? i. e. in the sense 
bringing things into existence? Or in the sens 
that **in the beginning God created the hea 
ven and the earth ?” Whatever Mr. H. may 
expect from others, he must excuse me for 
hot taking his mere ifse dixit in lieu of the 
scriptures of divine truth: he must point out 
to me the very passage, or passages, on which 
he rests his assertion. If I were disposed to 
make assertions, J might assert without the 
least fear of being refuted (though perhaps 
I might be contradicted) that the scriptures 
no where assert that Jesus Christ is the crea- 
tor of any thing! i. e. in the sense of bring; 
ing that thing into existence: which, if I un- 
derstand right, is the sense of Mr. H. But, 
of what use are assertions, when the thing 
contended for after all, must depend on evi- 
dence, of the truth of which our readers wil 
judge for themselves. 


No. 3. 
For the 


be aware, at present, that he has given a 
wrong construction to the words of the evan- 
gelist; Johni. 3. ‘ All things were made by 
him;” &c.yetif he will compare the text, in 
the original, with Rom. i. 20 (of which I 
shall have occasion to speak hereafter,) he 
wil find that the Greek verb rendered made, 
in Rom. i. 20. is very different from the one 
used by the evangelist ; and also, that he has 
given the words of the evangelist a Construc- 
tion which they will not admit. 


The greek verb, syevsre rendered made, in 
John i. 3, is never used in the zense of create — 


oy 
“ Pevoyeas,”* saysa learned author, “ occurs up- 
wards of seven hundred times in the New Tes 





* The unleared reader is informed that the 
two Greek words mentioned above are the same, 


tament, but never in the sense of create. 


pass: also to be done or transacted, chap. xv. 7. 


|42, xxxvi. 6, 


lt sie 

lifies in this gospel, where it occurs fifty three 

imes, to be, to come, to become, to come to 
-_ 

six 36°F 

The error, however; or misconstruction, allud- 


ed to above, having been long since sanctioned 


»y tradition, and supported too by nimes of very 
ugh standing in the christian world, is not so 
nuch to be wondered at: but the error, being 
mce discovered, will be rejected by all who 
nake the scripwre (as it respects christianity) 
‘e only rule and guide of their faith 

Following Mr. Hi alittle further, U hardly know 
ow or in What terms to express my aston sh- 
vent! Lam Joath to think that any man, profes. 

ig to bea chrisiian, Would willingly or know. 
igly prevent the scriptures No, it is more cha- 
table to suppose that a man’s zeal has blinded 
iis understanding In this way only can Taccount 
or the following quotation, which are the words 
Mr H. but which he would have our readers 
selieve, is fair construction, or vather the words, 
f the inspired apostle. See the quotation. “It (i. 
> the scripture) affirms that ‘ the invisible things 
f him,’ of Jesus Christ, ‘from the creation f the 
vorid are clearly seen; being understood,’ though 
nvisible,* by the things that are made’ ” 


Mr. H must excuse me for the present, for 
‘inking that the above quoted sentence what 
ver he might have intended by it, is a manifest 


ffirm as above state: ; and the quoted words from 
he apostle, (sce Rom i 2U.) are made to speak 
4 language which the apostle never wrote The 
eader wiil ask, how is this done? 
wserting the words ‘fof Jesus Christ,” from verse 
i, as the antecedent to the pronoun “him,” verse 
~~, which every school boy, who has paid any at- 
tention to h s grammar, by turning to the passage 
will know for himseif 


of his son Jesus Christ, as seperately and distinct. 
ly as he coukl have spoken of any two persons or 
beings Whatever. And the latter, Jesus Christ, 


apostle says, “was made of the son of David ac- 
cording to the flesh:” and this same Jesus was also 
made “both Lord and Christ.” (See Acts ii. 36.) 
Therefore, whatever Jesus Christ was, either be- 
fore or after his resurrection, Gop Mave 41M 
sUCcH 

Having examined the passage referred to in 
Acts, the reader is requested to turn once more 
0 the first chapter in Romans. Read attentively 
Lill you come to verse 2U; then pause and reflect 


Mr. H. any more than his readers, may not)* The invisible things of him from the creation of 


the world are clearly seen;” The invisible thines 
of whom? Mr H says, “of Jesus Christ,’—but are 
these the words or the meaning cf the apostles? 
No, they are neither! 

Reader, if thy mind be so bewildered as to be 
able to see no difference, in sense, between the 
language of Mr. H. and the language of the apos- 
tle, I shall despair of giving theeany ins'ruction, 
I will therefore only request thee to read through 
the chapter, particularly noticing the 22d anc 
25th verses, and then judge for thyself, to whom 
these charges will apply. 

R C, 


\ 


¢ It has the latter sense, Mat. v.18 vi 8 xxi. 
“All things in the Christian dis 
pensations were done by Christ; i.e by his au- 
thority and according to his direction.” See im- 








pondents will oblige us by ~— their favours 
#2 early as possible, and studying brevity. 


only in a different mood and tense. 


Pesitias —@ - 


proved version, note on the place. 


verversion of scripture! Tie scriptures no where | 


I answer, by | 


The apostle in thischapter, speaks of God, and § 


so far from having “ existed without cause.” the | 
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